
Business leaders watch out...

Here come the young 
entrepreneurs!

Sheffield’s 5th annual BiG Challenge was 
launched on 11th November, National 
Children’s Takeover Day – which seemed 
perfect for a competition that has 
engaged around 1200 teams and over 
5000 young people aged 14-19 since 
2007. After all, the BC spirit is to open 
the door to enterprise and let young 
people take over with their ideas.

The leader of Sheffield City Council, 
Julie Dore (right), took time in her busy 
schedule to launch the challenge with 
some personal and inspiring reflections. 
Emphasising that this is all about ‘giving 
young people the opportunity to reach 
their potential’, Cllr Dore positioned 
the Challenge strongly in terms of the 

city’s ambitions – ‘We want to help put 
Sheffield on the map and this competition 
does just that’.

She predicted that Rebecca Jackson (left), 
the 2011 winner from Springs Academy 
who confidently introduced the launch 
event, would be playing a leading role in 
the city in 10 years time, warning David 
Grey MBE to ‘watch out’. As well as 
raising laughter all round, her comment 
genuinely captured the aspirations of 
everyone involved.

The Leader concluded by reflecting on 
the importance of confidence – that the 
Challenge is about ‘enabling young people 
to stand up for themselves and their 
ideas… and therefore to stand up for a 
successful Sheffield’. 

We’re going east 

After sponsoring the amazing 
winners’ business trips to Hong 
Kong (2010) and Madrid (2011), 
DLA Piper face a tall order in 
matching the expectations they 
have set. Richard May (left), 
Managing Partner for their flagship 
Sheffield operation, has taken this 
particular challenge to heart in 
sponsoring the 2012 prize. 

At the launch event, he refused 
to name the destination chosen 
for the 2012 winners but did 
give some clues. He hinted that 
‘we’re not taking you as far as 
Hong Kong but it’s further than 
Madrid’, suggesting that we should 
‘draw a line between those places 
and think of somewhere with a 
strong economy and a vibrant 
reputation’. Guessed it? You’ll 
have to wait till January to find out 
if you’re right!

BiG entries grow 
bigger

BiG Challenge entries finally 
closed on 16th November. With 
some schools setting tough 
tests such as Dragon’s Den 
eliminators to win the right to 
enter, it might be expected that 
the numbers of approved teams 
would go down. 

So we’re pleased to announce 
that final numbers this year are 
up on the 283 in 2011 with a 
very BiG 308 entries from 23 
schools and academies plus 
Longley Park Sixth Form College 
and the Sheffield College. This 
includes a rise in Key Stage 4 
participation. We also welcome 
newcomers Birkdale, Sheffield 
High and Westbourne who are 
entering for the first time.
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